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of a descendant of the original Dutch settlers in America. In 1815
he went to Europe again, and remained there for seventeen years.
He was attached to the American Legation in Spain, and was later
secretary of the Legation in London. He remained a bachelor all
his life, remaining faithful to the memory of the girl to whom he had:
been engaged in his youth, who had died before they could marry.
The business in which he had invested his patrimony failed, and
he was obliged "to turn to literature for a profession. His writings
include The Sketch Book* Tales of a Traveller, Life and Voyage of
Columbus, The Conquest of Granada, The Alhambra, Oliver Gold-
smith, and The Life of George Washington. The last is his most
ambitious effort and took him nearly five years to complete. He is
best known to modern readers by his Sketch Book, The Alhambra
and the Life of Goldsmith. The first is a collection of essays con-
taining his impressions of English life and manners. Though he was
by no means a blind admirer of England, he found much to love and
praise in the home of his ancestors. The Sketch Book includes the
two very popular short stories, Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow. His biography of Goldsmith is a genial and sympa-
thetic account of that most lovable of eighteenth-century authors,
and the resemblance of Irving's style and manner to Goldsmith's
has earned him the name of the ''American Goldsmith," He died on
November 28, 1859.	-*"""""
CHRISTMAS
NOTHING in England exercises a more delightful spell
over my imagination, than the lingerings of the holiday
customs and rural games of former times. They recall
the pictures my fancy used to draw in the May morn-
ing of life, when as yet I only knew the world through
books, and believed it to be all that poets had painted it?
and they bring with them the flavour of those honest
days of yore, in which, perhaps, with equal fallacy I
am apt to think the world was more homebred, social,
and joyous than at present. I regret to say that they are
daily growing more and more faint, being gradually
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